
 

 

Press Release          Elche, 24th October 2017 

The Mayor of Elche attends the official 
opening of King’s Infant School, The 
British School of Elche  
 

The British school opened its doors in September and held an official opening 
ceremony on Tuesday, attended by representatives of the local government 
and members of King's Group.  

 

This Tuesday, October 24, the Mayor of Elche, Carlos González, officially inaugurated 
King's Infant School, The British School of Elche. The ceremony was also attended by 
the Director of the Territorial Presidency in Alicante, Esteban Vallejos, and 
representatives of King's Group Sir Roger Fry, founder and Chairman, Elena Benito, 
CEO, and Nicholas Fry, Vice Chairman. In addition, the parents and first students of the 
school, as well as the teachers and the management team, participated in the celebration. 

King's Infant School, Elche opened its doors in September to offer a high-quality 
education based on the English national curriculum to children aged between 18 months 
and 7 years. For this first year, 21 students between 18 months (Pre-Nursery) and 3 years 
(Nursery) have joined the Infant school. As these students progress, the rest of classes will 
open up to Year 2, so that it is expected that the school will eventually hold 
approximately 200 students.  



 

“As the Headteacher of King’s College Alicante, I am delighted to continue our core 
values and excellent standards and extend them to our new school in Elche.  There was 
no better way to do this than for me to lead both schools and extend this vision through 
establishing very close links between King’s College Alicante and King’s Infant School, 
Elche”, said Derek Laidlaw, headteacher of King's Infant School Elche, as well as sister 
school King's College Alicante. King's College Alicante was founded 15 years ago by 
King's Group and received a rating of “outstanding” in its most recent ISI Inspection. 

“Being part of a new school- whether as a student, a teacher or a parent- is always 
exciting. King's Infant School, Elche will not only create this feeling but will also have 
the advantage of being part of King's Group, a well-established educational institution. 
The students will receive an excellent British education in which learning will be a 
rewarding and fun experience for all”, said Sir Roger Fry, who also had words of thanks 
to the Alvarado family, the first to be enrolled at the school. 

Nicholas Fry was in charge of unveiling the commemorative plaque during the opening 
ceremony and cutting the cake with which all the guests celebrated the official opening 
of the school.  

“King's Infant School, Elche represents King's Group's commitment to continuing to 
deliver a quality British education in Spain. I am delighted to welcome this new school 
to our Group, the sixth in Spain and the third in the Levante area”, said Nicholas Fry, 
Vice Chairman of King's Group. 

After the ceremony, the Mayor was invited to take a brief tour around the school site, 
during which he saw the facilities and met some of the teachers and pupils from the 
school.  

“I want to congratulate and welcome King's Infant School Elche, a school that aims to 
promote British education in our municipality. I want you to know that you are coming 
to a big city. It’s an old city with a lot of history, but also dynamic and open. We too 
always aim to be at the forefront. That is why this educational project fits so perfectly 
with the philosophy and yearnings of this city”, said Mayor Carlos Gonzalez. 

About King’s Infant School, Elche 
Located in the east of the city of Elche, King's Infant School, The British School of 
Elche has been especially designed to guarantee the safety and well-being of the students, 
as well as to facilitate learning through play, exploration and creativity. It is situated in a 
modern building with 9 classrooms, a multipurpose room and a dining room. The 
outdoor area, with an area of approximately 700 m, consists of a playground set up with 
high-quality play equipment. Pupils at the school learn from native British and British 
trained teachers, and study the English curriculum, a programme that produces open-
minded, creative and dynamic individuals that learn from first-hand experiences, rather 
than just text books.  



Once the students finish their studies at the Infant school (in Year 2), they will 
automatically be offered a place to continue their studies at King’s College Alicante to 
continue the same curriculum, culminating in IGCSEs and A Level examinations.  This 
programme of study will allow pupils access not only to the best universities in 
Spain, but also to the top universities in the world such as Cambridge, Oxford, 
Berkeley or Georgetown, which King’s College schools have historically been 
able to send their graduates.   

 

About King’s Group 
Sir Roger Fry, knighted in 2012 by Queen Elizabeth II for promoting British education 
internationally, founded the first King's College school in 1969 and since then the 
prestigious educational institution has grown to a total of nine schools in the UK, Spain 
(Madrid, Alicante, Murcia and Elche), Latvia and Panama.  

All of the schools offer pupils a quality British education based on the National 
Curriculum of England and Wales, which emphasises strong academic values through 
hands-on learning. Pupils from the age of 18 months to 18 years old are taught by native 
and British trained teachers. The educational model of the schools is characterised by its 
rigorous and broad curriculum, its interdisciplinary approach and its emphasis on 
practical learning, exploration and the active participation of students. 

Testament to the exceptional academic and pastoral standards that the schools instil is the 
Independent School Inspectorate (ISI) recognition of “Excellence” in every category in 
their latest reports (March 2017). 
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