
 

 

 

Press Release         Alicante, 22nd November 2017 

The British Ambassador to Spain visits 
King’s College Alicante and King’s Infant 
School Elche 
 

During his visit to Alicante, the British Ambassador to Spain Simon Manley 
took a tour around both British schools, to see the facilities, learning in action 
and meet some of their students and teachers.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The British Ambassador to Spain, Simon Manley, visited King’s College Alicante and 
King’s Infant School Elche during his official trip to Alicante, which took place this 
week.  

On Tuesday 21st November, Mr. Manley was welcomed to King’s College Alicante, 
where he had the opportunity to take a tour around the school and see the facilities. He 
also met the school’s Sixth Form students and some members of staff.  



“It was a pleasure to welcome the British Ambassador to the schools. His visit 
demonstrates the importance that King’s Group has placed on investing in our young 
learners’ education and particularly in the quality new facilities in the region”, said Derek 
Laidlaw, Headteacher of King’s College Alicante and King’s Infant School Elche. 

King’s College Alicante forms part of the King’s Group of schools established in 1969, 
and was a pioneer in offering a comprehensive British education in the city when it 
opened in 2000. It currently has more than 1000 students from over 30 different 
nationalities, and has become a point of reference in the region for offering a quality 
British education.  Pupils at the school learn from native British and British trained 
teachers, and study the English curriculum, which culminates in IGCSEs and A Level 
examinations.  This programme of study will allow pupils access not only to the best 
universities in Spain, but also to the top universities in the world, such as 
Cambridge, Oxford, Berkeley or Georgetown, where King’s College schools have 
historically been able to send their graduates.   

The day following his visit to King’s College Alicante, the Ambassador visited the new 
site of King’s Infant School Elche, which opened this September (2017). Mr. Manley 
took a tour around the school accompanied by Mr. Laidlaw, as well as the school’s Lead 
Practitioner, Chloe Georgina Pyner, and other members of the staff from King’s Group 
including Chief Academic Officer Dawn Akyürek.  

“What a fabulous new school this is. So bright, so airy; a sign of real innovation of 
British education here in Spain”, said Mr Manley. 

King's Infant School Elche offers a high-quality education based on the English national 
curriculum to children aged between 18 months and 7 years. For this first year, 21 
students between 18 months (Pre-Nursery) and 3 years (Nursery) have joined the school. 
As these students progress, the rest of classes will open up to Year 2, so that it is expected 
that the school will eventually hold approximately 200 students. 

Once the students finish their studies at the Infant school (in Year 2), they will 
automatically be offered a place to continue their studies at King’s College Alicante to 
continue the same curriculum, culminating in IGCSEs and A Level examinations.   

About King’s Group 
Sir Roger Fry, knighted in 2012 by Queen Elizabeth II for promoting British education 
internationally, founded the first King's College school in 1969. Since then, the 
prestigious educational institution has grown to a total of nine schools in the UK, Spain 
(Madrid, Alicante, Murcia and Elche), Latvia and Panama.  

All of the schools offer pupils a quality British education based on the National 
Curriculum of England and Wales, which emphasises strong academic values through 
hands-on learning. Pupils from the age of 18 months to 18 years old are taught by native 
and British trained teachers. The educational model of the schools is characterised by its 
rigorous and broad curriculum, its interdisciplinary approach and its emphasis on 
practical learning, exploration and the active participation of students. 



Testament to the exceptional academic and pastoral standards that the schools instil is the 
Independent School Inspectorate (ISI) recognition of “Excellence” in every category in 
their latest reports (March 2017). 
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